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INTRODUCTION 
 
1.  Since the agenda for this meeting was published, the Council has received 

two written responses to the proposed fee changes. 
 

2.  The responses are from the Harlow Private Hire Association (PHA) and 
Town Taxis Co-operative and are attached at Appendices A and B 
respectively. The primary concerns in relation to the actual fee proposals 
are: 

1. Fees were raised in April 2015 and it is not consistent with usual 
practice to raise fees except at the beginning of the financial year. 

2. That fee increases proposed are too great. 
 

3.  The Licensing Team consider the proposed fees reflect the Council’s costs 
in administering the licensing regime as fairly as is achievable with 
available information and it should be noted that changes are in both 
directions and that the net effect is expected to reduce fee income overall, 
not to increase it. 
 

4.  However, given the reaction of the trade, the Committee may wish to 
consider amending the recommendation in the published report so that 
only those fees required now by legislation are implemented straight away, 
and that the remainder of the fee proposals become a recommendation to 
Full Council as part of the regular fees and charges-setting process, which 
will be completed in April 2016, in line with the normal process.  This 
should provide more time to accommodate the trade’s views and will not 
seriously impact on the Council’s projected income. 
 

5.  It is therefore suggested that Recommendation B from the original report is 
amended as follows:  
 
REPLACEMENT RECOMMENDATION B 
 

(i) The Committee recommends to Council that the fees for three year 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire drivers’ licences and renewals 
and five year Private Hire Operators’ licences and renewals as set 



out in Appendix 1 be adopted following the statutory notice 
procedure; and 

 
(ii) all other proposed fee changes as set out in Appendix 1 are 

recommended to Council to be adopted from 1 April 2016, following 
the statutory notice procedure. 

 
6.  The 1976 Act requires that the Council publish fees in a newspaper 

circulating in the area for not less than 28 days before revised fees are 
implemented, in order to permit representations to be made. Any formal 
representations would be presented to a future meeting of the Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


